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REGARDING: MR. B AND
SOUTHMOST COLLEGE

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 11, 2000

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, today | ask my
colleagues to join me in commending one of
the pillars of my South Texas community, Mr.
Raul Besteiro, as he is recognized by the Uni-
versity of Texas at the Brownsville (UT-B)
Texas Southmost College as a “Distinguished
Alumni” on Friday, May 12.

Mr. B, as Raul Besteiro is affectionately
known throughout South Texas, is an educator
with the biggest heart | have ever known. We
have known each other nearly 20 years. He is
a gentle and respected friend who shares my
love for all things in South Texas. First as an
educator, then in a second career as the Chief
Executive Officer and Director of the Port of
Brownsville, Mr. B has energetically served
the people in the Rio Grande Valley over the
course of his life. His work at the Port brings
an enormous volume of trade through the Val-
ley, bringing jobs to our area.

It is entirely appropriate that Mr. B be cho-
sen for the honor of Distinguished Alumnus,
for he has dedicated his life to the education
of young people. He spent the first 33 years
of his career in the service of the Brownsville
Independent School District (BISD), first as a
teacher, then later as Superintendent. He has
remained committed to education while in his
career as Port Director, offering advice to the
school district and employees, and even had
a school named after him in 1994. He is a
unique educator for the community of Browns-
ville with the example of his life’s work.

The community of Brownsville is lucky to
have Raul Besteiro in it. He taught us all the
meaning of courage and the remarkable na-
ture of human will when he faced down cancer
in the early 1990s. His most recent edu-
cational legislative interest, the Brownsville
Wetlands Center Act, was signed into law in
1994. This important coordination of industry
and UT-B teaches students how to protect,
restore, and maintain the fragile ecosystems
of the Gulf of Mexico region.

This project—in which Raul Bestiero was a
prominent and influential player—combines his
love of this community, his dedication to edu-
cation, and his vision of a future in which the
environmental concerns of industry and
NAFTA are solved by the people who live in
a community inspired ever forward by free
trade.

Mr. B is a unique patriot, citizen, and family
man, respected by so many people because
he offers respect to everyone he meets. | ask
the colleagues to join me in commending Raul
Besteiro for the honor of indeed being a distin-
guished alumni of the Brownsville (UT-B)
Texas Southmost College.
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Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to recognize a man who has
dedicated his life to improving education for
the children in the Las Vegas community.

Dr. Brian Cram has spent over 34 years as
an educator, serving our children as a teacher,
as a principal, and as the superintendent of
the Clark County School District. It is with
great sadness that we say farewell to an edu-
cator who has touched the lives of thousands
of students, but it is with great happiness that
we wish him a joyous retirement.

Affectionately known by the students in his
district as the “Supernintendo,” Dr. Cram’s
tenure will be remembered by his strong per-
sonal relationships, and his ability to bring the
“human side” to the needs of the school dis-
trict.

As a principal, Dr. Cram was not satisfied
sitting behind a desk, and was happiest during
the times when he was actively involved with
the students’ education. As a superintendent,
Dr. Cram would actively participate in the edu-
cational needs of the students by traveling to
as many schools possible to read to classes
during the district’s “reading weeks.”

Dr. Cram was witness to the enormous
growth of Las Vegas, as the Clark County
School System expanded from 111,000 stu-
dents, to over 215,000 students. As a self pro-
claimed “poster boy for school bonds,” Dr.
Cram supported the building of 100 new
schools, and championed voter approval of bil-
lions of dollars in school construction bonds
for the students, teachers, and staff of the
Clark County School District.

Driven by the fundamental principle that
education is the “great equalizer” in life, Dr.
Cram endorsed the School to Work program
that was sponsored by the Chamber of Com-
merce, enabling students with the necessary
tools to excel in the workforce.

Dr. Cram should be very proud of his ac-
complishments, as he has been successful in
achieving his greatest challenge to meet the
growth needs of the 8th largest school district
in the country. His commitment and dedication
is unmatched, and will be truly missed. | would
like to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Cram
on behalf of the Clark County community, and
wish him every success in future endeavors.
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Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, | am not re-
corded on rollcall No. 154 for the rule to pro-
vide for consideration of H.R. 3709, the Inter-
net Nondiscrimination Act. | was unavoidably
detained due to inclement weather, and there-
fore, was not present to vote. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes” on the rule.
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
today | would like to take a few minutes to
honor a special constituent of mine who after
30 years of providing senior citizens with dedi-
cated service at the Social Security Adminis-
tration has decided to retire on June 2 of this
year.

William G. Sheehan, who presently serves
as the District Manager of the Springfield, MA,
regional office of the Social Security Adminis-
tration, has decided that the time has come for
him to hang up his hat and retire from a long
and meritorious career.

Bill Sheehan’s commitment to seniors, the
poor and the disabled in western Massachu-
setts is well known, and his day to day input
and dedication in the Springfield regional SSA
office will surely be missed.

Bill started his career with the Social Secu-
rity Administration in 1967 as a Claims Rep-
resentative in SSA’s Springfield office. In
1971, he became an Operations Supervisor,
working out of the Hartford, CT, office. He
continued to climb the ranks within the Social
Security Administration, moving from office to
office, when in June of 1980, he became the
District Manager of the Springfield Regional
Social Security office. He has served in this
position for more than 20 years.

There is common and collective praise for
the job Bill Sheehan has done during his ten-
ure in Springfield. The usual comments | hear
about Bill go something like: “Oh, Bill
Sheehan—he’s the nicest man,” or “Bill
Sheehan, he’s been so helpful.” Surely his
friendly face and his cordial demeanor will be
greatly missed.

In addition to his brilliant service record, Bill
has had a very rich public life in the commu-
nity outside of his office. He serves on the Ca-
reer Advisory Board at Springfield College,
and was a Board member at Independence
House, a shelter for men. He currently serves
on the Boards of Independence House, the
Galaxy Council, and the Consumer Credit
Council of western Massachusetts, as well as
the Greater Springfield Senior Services Inc.,
where he has also served as past President
and Treasurer. He is also a retired United
States National Guard Lieutenant Colonel and
Squadron Commander.

Most noteworthy to mention today is Bill
Sheehan’s commitment to his family. He is
married to the former Madelyn Ferrero, his
former schoolmate at Cathedral High School
in Springdfield. Madelyn is a graduate from
Elms College and is a teacher at Forest Park
Middle School.

Together, Bill and Madelyn have two chil-
dren, Bill and Mark. Mark is married to Jen-
nifer Doyle, lives on Cape Cod, and works for
State Street Bank in Boston. His son Bill lives
in Boston and is Vice President for an Internet
company, Suppliermarket.

Bill Sheehan is a graduate of Western New
England College, doing it the hard way, at
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